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IHAVE A
CERTAIN WAY
OF DOING MY
LIFE..I'M VERY
LUCKY THAT

HIS NIGHTCLUB TANGO pr:
VICTOR DS GUTSY MOVE AT A TIE e B A
N 1 SLEEP, I ENJOY
Y MY LIFE, AND
I WORK HARD
BUT IT'S NOT
REALLY WORK
FOR ME.

VICTOR DRAI CONTINUES HIS NIGHTCLUB TANGO
ONE GUTSY MOVE AT A TIME

BY HALEY CALDWELL

tis 10 a.m, on an orcdinary Saturday v el o duck row of taxicabs decorate the Cromwell's
bustline entrance. For the next several hours, the vellow doors Sin Civ's chariots relentlessly
swing open producing the ¢ 1h's scantily clad pulse, One ushered through the resort’s entrance,

wis conversations weave amongst slot machine melodies as Beach Club-gocrs exatedly anticipar

Hl-“x-lv clevator ride 1o the poolsid 'L'l.llli'ﬂ' =Nown ‘-ill"‘-lf as Drai's,
he demanding bass sweeps across the 65,000 square-foot escape amd is only muted through the
nedestine, vlll»l".|~:."lll"‘ . Lackluster office of the eluby’s mamesake and creat w, Victor Draa
Founging i casual jeans and a tshirt and with humble disregand to his inherent entreprencuria
L \l'll!'l'. 2 lucky quy 4

|
wsto, the Moroccan-born business mogul assuredly surmises that he s jus




. ) < wit parenes 10 Parls, the
something different and new,”™ Dral say andl moved with his parer

f his many entreprencurial endear
“I think that’s rcally my motivation poerdering hes next move and decidk d instead

10 plunge straight nto the busness warkd

because [ have been luck “ strted working around 16 years old

. rai ains. “And
money verv early on so | knew | was gamng in an architect’s offsce,” Dirai explains, “An

to be able to make a livi then, from there, | startexd my frt business
o be able te g v

it was an exterminator business,

With the urge to continuously create exposed toa huge town; all of the fshion

seemingly wound  Into bis DNA, Dra and all of the thi

happening at the time,

eventwilly parted  with his fiest Sarup It was great,” | d. “IMy fashion line|

business and uscxd the fashion insparation of was very successful and then T met 3 lady

iy home city 1o venture o & carcer in th wha lived in California so 1 started to travel

Indwstry that would ubtimancly pravile him back and forth and 1 fell in love with the

with his sforementioned financial sucoess St so L decsdod to close my company and
" was kind of a different life in Paris, mne to L. A,"

but 1o me, it was the best o ing becawse |

was coming from 2 small town and [then) (Continied on page 106}



(Continued from p

lgnoring sm of those confused by his af

atly impulsive departure from his

thriving carcer in fashion, Drai focused on bris > his multi-faceted talents ww life in the

rolling hills of Califfornia.

Again, making the most of his surroundings, Dral immersed himself in the entertanment

industry and had a successful run as a film producer, However, after releasing se veral

nd “The Man With One Red Shoe,

was another shocker when Drai decided to leave yet another succeasful career in pursuit of a

“Weekend at Bernie's"

blockbuster hits includi

It

mare Mon«

nous project

He explatns, “I'm a really independ
I T

t guy and I always wark for mysell and in movies

vou de

nd on too many people and [ didn't like that part of it .1 like to be

With a sincere passion for food and having learned firsthand about the restaurant
industry from his parents who owned and opersted multiple cafés throughout his
childhood, Drai's next pursuit was to become a restaurateur himself.

“ started with restaurants,™ Dral reveals. "Drai’s was o 'lglllll ¥ 2 restaurant in LA

at came back hy It was just a live band and

and we did an evening on Monday night

from there we moved 1o Ve gas .. .when | did my first restaurant in Vegas, there were no
restaurants. [t was before Bellagio, it was before Mandalay Bay -- there was nothing here.

The only restaurant that was here was Spago in the Forum Shops.”

> the

After providing a couple years of exemplary service, Drai decided to enbance

dining experience of his restaurant by incorporating the entertainment element that be had

imagined since the restaurant’s cone

“When | created [Drai’s] in Wegas, [ thought about a nightclub behind the restaurant so
1 designed the restaurant like 2 nig , and then | started After Hours,” Drai elaborates.

"Th

because the restaurant was stll wery

wmly reason | starte

After Hours is because | can't open [the nightelub] too carly

sy and we were very suecessful 50 1 necded to start

at I

idnight,"
With 1

with Steve Wynn to conceptualize and construct two clubs for the mogul's Las Vegas

7 vears of steady After Hours business, the unst

ppable entreprencur partnered

properties — Tryst at Wynn Las Vegas and XS in Encore — when they opened in 2005 and
2008
“1 made a deal with Steve Wynn so [ created Tryst and then from Tryst, | created XS

1t for a beach club the

Then | was in developm

but [Steve and 1] came apart...| was kind
of frustrated with XS because as snuch as the Wynn let me do on my own, | was still limited

10 certain things I could do.”

Seeking to fulfill his need to “be his own boss,” Drai left b wrinership with Wynn and

entered Into a new agreement with the Cromwell on the Strip to open his own beach club,
It was already well known that Drai had a knack for fabricating fantasy within his

nightclubs, but Drai's Beach Club was abourt 10 make Las Vegas club history with his never

before-done rooftop design

"l knew what [ wanted to do 15 yearsago., .15 years ago, [ wanted to do a club on the
roof [it would be] an am
“The bea

of Vegas more than the nightelub.”

zing club,” Drai enthusiastically explains of his beach club vision

1 club is a big new thing. | mean, it's not new yet but [ think it's really the future

Between the dayclub and the nightelub, the dual ¢ \|n'fll.‘|l'.::.l sky-high venue hosts
guests around the clock, six days cach week, except for Wednesdays when it is cdosed
Pastcard views of Las Ve

as Boulevard and twe dana hadows of the club’s natural

palm trees contribute to the |‘|-l\'lll”' apulent beach dub scene. Outlined with mezzanine

cabanas, spacious bungalows, and luxurious daybeds, the two massive |\,r.r.lg in the center

of the wet deck are de w clements

lently exposed to t

With every inch of the club designed and decorated for optimal aesthetic appeal and

t's casy to understand the vast amount ¢

'd work that was putin

Iry could ever begin.

&
“When vou can create, you can do it eventually, so | started the design,” .‘\p:n

{

ins Drai

of the beginning stapes of his club designing progression. “The design ook me two years to

Phistopraphy Dy Enk X

finish. | have designed really every Inch of this club, so that's just a dai

with it all night and all day in my head,”

s to further enhance the already

. n:nl.;n[]:. thinking of Improvements and additic

wlorned club, Drai savs, “I'm not &

hed with Drai's [beach ¢l

and nightclub). There's

a Jot that we are wark. Just like you know, the club now has it's own

lite so now [ have to follow the club, not what T want anymore but nobody sces [what [ am

working an] except

('unwh'nn\;' his continuous accomplishments, it wouldn't be surprising if the non-stop

b, | enjoy my life, and | work bard but it"s not

cntreprencur orked in his dreams but Drai claims,

“I have a certain way

oing my

life. . .1I'm very lucky that way |

really work for me
Living his life a certain way has garnered Dirai yet another prosperous club and it is safc

sstonals to be inducted inta the

to say that the entreprencur, who is also one of 16 prol

Nightclub Hall of Fame, has that rare to

I motivated mindsct that has propelled his life

down a well-trav

led pathway of succe

But for Drai, success is only @ byproduct of living life well, He exphined, *[ really,

really think life

or the success ol it because one or the other is very quick; you're a bi

ay more important t

your journcy than the completion or the [ailure

SUCCESS OT YOU quit

and then what?”

While it's easter sakd than done, Drai sim ply sugpests that the secret to his well-lis

life is due to “hard work -- hard work and belicve what you believe

I think pe » have 1 r blood oe don’t.. .and then if vou're lucky to do the

thing vou like then it's casy.” )



